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Primum inquinavere, & Genus, & Domos. 
Hoc fonte derivata Clades 
In Patriam, populumgue fluxit. 
Motus doceri gaudet Ionicos 
Matura virgo, & fingitur artubus 
Jam nunc, & incgſtos amores 
De tenero meditatur ungut. 
Atox j Juniores querit adulteros 
Inter mariti vina : neque eligit, 
Cui donet impermiſſa raptim 
Gaudia, luminibus. remotis : © 
Sed juſſa coram non fine conſcis 
Surgit marito : ſeu vocat Inſthtor, 
Seu navis Hiſpane magiſter, 
Dedecorum pretioſus emptor. _ Hor. 
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 MoDERN GAaLLANTRY. 


waa HERE cannot, I think, be a 
#2 ſtronger Proof of the Degeneracy 

of this Age, than the State of 

Modern Gallantry, (as it is call'd) 

en which, by the Help of ſeveral 

Late Inventions, the Introduction of Foreign 
Cuſtoms, and the Influence of too general 
an Example, is ſunk into downright Lewd 
| neſs, and a total Diffolution of Manners, 
attended with the baſeſt and moſt diſhonour- 
able Practices. 7 


[=Y 


A 2 


N rie . UN ow * eee ——.— = 
* 


tis} 


Jam very ſenſible how ridiculous a Taſk 
it is to propoſe a Reformation of this Evil ; 
but as I am an unfaſhionable Enemy to all 
vicious Innovations, I have determined to 
review this Subject, and confider the Conſe- 
quences of ſuch a general Corruption : And 
becauſe moſt of thoſe pretty Gentlemen, with 
whom I have to deal in this Controverſy, 
have Stomachs too nice to digeſt any Argu- 
ments drawn from Religion, I ſhall throw 


Divinity entirely out of the Queſtion, and 


addzeſs myſelf to them in their favourite 
Characters, as they profeſs themſelves Men of 
Honour, Men” 4 Pleaſure, and Men of 
Senſe. 


I am inclined, indeed, to believe, that 
many of them are naturally Men of a gene- 
rous and worthy Diſpoſition, who would 
{corn to do any thing which they apprehend- 
ed to be baſe and infamous; but their Prin- 


ciples being corrupted by Want of due Con- 


fideration, join'd with the Torrent of general 
Cuſtom, and the Heat of youthful Inclina- 
tions, they ſwim along dy with 
the Stream, and (if they will forgive me the 
Expreſſion) follow a Multitude to do Evil, 
dulging at the ſame time a pleaſant Ap- 
petite, and avoiding the Ridicule of their 
faſhionable Companions. 


* 1 Perhaps, 
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(SJ 
Perhaps, therefore, a ſeaſonable Exami- 
nation of this Point may not be altogether 
unuſeful ; eſpecially, as I defign to make it 
without the affected Inſenſibility of a ſtrait- 


laced Bigot, or the idle Conceits of a pro- 
feſs'd Libertine. 


By Gallantry, in the modern Senſe of 
that Word, is to be underſtood, a conſtant 
Application to the good Works of Adultery 
and Fornication ; or the prevailing Art of 
debauching, by any Methods, the Waves 
and Daughters of any Men whatſoever, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of our deareſt Friends, and moſt 


intimate Acquaintance. 


I defy any Man to ſay (or at leaſt to prove) 
that this is not an impartial Definition of 
Modern Gallantry ; nay, it is exactly the 
fame which the common Practice of this 
Age has made to my Hands, and what 
every Day's Experience will convince us to be 
juſt. I am indeed almoſt aſhamed to inſiſt 
upon it any longer, there being ſcarce a Mer- 
cer's Prentice upon Ludgate-Hill who has 
not got his Leſſon by rote, how to laugh Vir- 
tue out of Countenance, and convince an 
Woman that there is no Sin in diſpoſing of 
her own Maidenhead, or cuckolding her 
_ Huſband; for which Purpoſe, our modern 
| Fn | Authors 
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(6) 
Authors have furniſh'd them with excellent 
Arguments, as certain late Aſſemblies have 


given them proper Opportunities to inforce 


them In ſhort, the ſole Buſineſs of all 
our late Diverſions, the whole Tenor of moſt 
modern Books, and the Subject of polite 
Converſation, ſons calculated for this End : 
But how conſiſtent ſuch Practices are with 
thoſe Principles of Honour and Good Senſe, 
which are ſo much talk'd of at preſent, is our 


next Buſineſs to enquire, 


Gentlemen of this Caſt make themſelves 
very merry with the Word Matrimony 
which is an old-faftion'd Term, as they ob- 
ſerve, for Domeſtic Slavery ; and repreſent 
it as the moſt ridiculous Thing in Nature, 
for two young Creatures, who like one an- 
other ever ſo well for the preſent, to tie 
themſelves up together for Life, fondly 
imagining that the ſame Inclinations, which 
mutually animated their Blood at Eighteen or 
Twenty, will ſtick by them both as ny as 
they The, 


I am ready to allow, that 8 is, 
indeed, a bt of Confinement to a young 
Gentleman of a roving Genius ; and that it 
muſt be a very ſtrong Paſſion, which can 


(7) 

induce him, amidſt ſo much Variety, to ſa- 
crifice his darling Liberty to a Wife: But 
whenever this happens to be the Caſe, me- 
thinks: there is all the Reaſon in the World 
to let him wear his Chains in quiet, and 
not incroach upon thoſe ſcanty Bounds to 
which he has confined himſelf for Life. Let 
us ſtate the Caſe fairly; and ſuppoſe that a 
young Man fixes his Eye upon one particular 
Lady, without whom he fancies it impoſ- 
fible to live with any Comfort; for her Sake, 
therefore, he renounces all the eaſy Enjoy 
ments of a ſingle Life, reſtrains his Deſires 
to her only, and ſubmits. to the Cares and 
Solicitudes of a Family; by which, perhaps, 
he prejudices his Fortune, and incurs the 
Diſpleaſure of his Friends: But almighty 
Love overcomes theſe Conſiderations, and 
perſuades him that he cannot be miſerable 
with her in his Poſſeſſion. He marries her, 
and finds himſelf not diſappointed in his Ex- 
pectations; they live together ſeveral Vears 
with the utmoſt Harmony and Affection; 
ſhe continues virtuous, and he loving; the 
Agreeableneſs of her Converſation, and the 
Tenderneſs of her Endearments, are increaſed 
by a beautiful Offspring, in which he be- 
holds her Beauties in a new Light, and with 
additional Luſtre; even the Parſimony to 
which he is obl iged, gives him more Plea- 

i ſure 
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ſure than all his former Extravagance, by 


conſidering, that it is for their Advantage ; 


and, in ſhort, his whole Life is hitherto a 


Scene of the moſt unruffled Joy and ſincere 


Delectation. 


At length, ſome gay lordly Coxcomb, of 


a plentiful Fortune, and a liberal Aſſurance, 


takes it into his Head to admire this Lady; 
perhaps only for the ſake of Variety, Em- 
ployment, ſecret Vanity, or faſhionable A- 
muſement; immediately his Brain is big 
with Intrigue, and he leaves no Stone un- 


turn d to compaſs his Deſign; for which 


Purpoſe he ſcrapes Acquaintance with the 
Huſband, (who, as theſe Gentlemen obſerve, 


always makes the beſt Pimp,) and by that 
Means finds an Opportunity of tampering 
with her, which he begins with ſome Mo- 
deſty, and a world of Complaiſance; he 
dazzles her Eyes with Velvet, Embroidery, 


and Brocade, entertains her Ears with agree- 


able Flattery, and well-bred Impertinence; 
ridicules the common Notions of Virtue, 


and inſiſts much upon his Honour: By 


which means he draws her into Aſſignations 


at the Play, Opera, or Maſquerade ; at 


length, by the Dint of à ſtrong Forehead, 
ſuperior Quality, and unwearied Application, 
he accompliſhes his Deſigns, and immediate- 


ly 


J 


(9) 
ly deſpiſes ber: Thus, for a Moment's 
Satisfaction, he robs a Woman of her Vir- 


tue, if not her Reputation ; deſtroys the 


Quiet of an indulgent Huſband, together 
with the Peace and Welfare of a Family 


for ever. 


Can any thing be more baſe, cruel, and 
infamous, than ſuch a Procedure ; or more 
incompatible with all the Rules and Notions 
of Honour? and yet what is more common, 
in our Age, than to ſee Inſtances of this kind 
of Villainy tranſacted by Men of that pre- 
tended Character? Which convinces me of 
the Truth of an old Obſervation, that it is 
as difficult to find a Man of true Honour in 
Love- Afﬀairs, as it is in Horſe-Tockying ; for 
however they may preſerve that Character in 
other Reſpects, there is no ſafe truſting them 
in thoſe two Points: For my part, when I 
hear a fine Gentleman talking much about 
his Honour before Women, I always ſuſpect 
him of a diſbonourablèe Deſign ; and it gives 
me the ſame Impreſſion as if I heard him 
lay, Ladies, you may very ſafely grant 
Requeſt, and 1 me bs wich you 1 i affere 
you, I am a Man of Honour, ani never boaſt 
of thoſe Favours: Which indeed would be 
acting, in ſome Reſpect, with Honour to- 
wards them ; but how that noble Principle 
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would ſcorn to injure my Reputation, or 


(4% 
is maintain d towards their Huſbands, who 
are thus injuriouſly treated, is ſomewhat dif- 
ficult to my Apprehenſion. 


Methinks, I already ſee half my Fl | 
upon a broad Grin, and turning up their 
Noſes in Contempt of ſuch old-faſhioned, 
muſty, Morality ; but I am not eaſily divert- 
ed from my Purpoſe, nor ſhall they deter 
me, with all their ſcornful Shrugs and Gri- 
maces, from purſuing my Argument, and 
acquainting them with ſome Truths, which 


I know very * they do not care to 
hear. | 


I have a great Veneration for the noble 
Prineiple of Honour, which has been of 
excellent Service to Mankind, and to — 
Intereſts of Virtue, Juſtice and Morality; 
Principle, which ſome Men hold more Ga 
cred than even Religion itſelf, and eſteem 
2 ſtronger Obligation than the moſt ſolemn 
Qath ; it is the favourite Badge and diſtin- 
g Characteriſtic of every Modern Gen- 
tleman, without which he cannot appear in 
the Bean Monge, or bear a Part in polite 
Converſation; for this Reaſon I can rely 
upon it with the utmoſt Confidence and ar 
rity in many Caſes: A Man of Honour 


de- 


( 28 } 

defraud me of my Right, though he was 
ſare not to be diſcovered ; if I had a fine 
Picture, a choice Medal, or any other Cu- 
riofity, upon which I ſet a great Value, his 
Honour would not permit him, either to 
ſteal it away, or privately deface it, had he 
ever ſo good an Opportunity: And yet, I 
know not how it comes to pals, this fame 
Gentleman, actuated by the ſame Prineiple 
of Honour, ſhall not ſcruple to do me the 
moſt irreparable Injury, by debauching a 
Woman, whom I had ſingled out from all 
her Sex, and valued in ſuch a manner, as to 
take her for better or for worſe ; not without 
binding my ſelf in the moſt folemn manner, 
to /ove and cheriſh her at all Events, as long 
as I live. 


Whatever theſe Gentlemen may think, or 


however they: may ſtifle their Reflections, 
this is fo far from acting like Men of Honour, 


that it is infinitely more diſbonourable than 


robbing me on the Highway, or ſetting Fire 
to my Houſe; fince theſe are Injuries which 
may be repaired ; whereas the other never 
can ; and, were it not for Cuſtom and evil 
Habits, no Man of the leaſt Honour could 
bear the Thoughts of ſuch an Action with- 
out Horror. | n 
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But it is ſaid, in Alleviation of ſuch Prac- 
tices, that there is no real Injury done me, 
provided I know nothing of the Matter, 
which a Man of Honour and common 
Diſcretion will always take care to conceal. 


Upon which they top Shakeſpear's Obſerva- 


tion upon us : 


He that is robb'd, not n ng what is 
ftoln, 


Let him not know , and be's not robb' d at all. 


To which I muſt return a fondle Anſwer : : 
Firſt, ſuppoſing it to be true, as it is here 
objected, that the only Injury which a Man 
ſuffers in ſuch a Caſe, conſiſts in that Un- 
eaſineſs and Compunction of Mind, which 
the Knowledge of it gives him; yet is not the 
Guilt of = Hog Perſon, who offer 'd this Injury, 
the ſame as if he did know it? A baſe Ac- 


tion, is certainly a baſe Action, whether it 


is diſcover'd or not. Thus were I to be 
' truſted alone in an Hoard of untold Gold, 
and | ſhould take away as much of it as I 
could carry, would the Action be ever the 
lefs criminal, or diſhonourable in me, be- 
cauſe the Man who truſted me, could not 
miſs it ? or would his Ignorance of his Loſs 
make me innocent of the Fact? At this 
Rate, all the Villanies which we ever com- 


mitted 
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mitted without being diſcovered, are equally 


conſiſtent with Honour and Juſtice, 


But ſecondly, I deny that a Man cannot 
be injured in ſuch a Caſe, even though he 
knows nothing of the Matter : As in the 
Caſe of the untold Gold; will any Body fay 
that the Man would not ſuffer a real Loſs, 
and be actually ſo much the poorer by my 
Theft, though he ſhould not be aware of it 
himſelf? The Caſe is the ſame, with reſpect 
to an injured Huſband ; but perhaps it will 
be aſked in what does this Injury conſiſt * 
To which I anſwer ; 55 pe: 


Firſt, I ſuppoſe, when any Man marries, 
eſpecially if upon no advantageous Terms, 
that he does it out of an extraordinary Value 
which he has for the Lady, and in or- 
der to engroſs her Affections to himſelf. 
Now, Experience teaches us that it is almoſt 
impoſſible for a Woman, who has been 


once vitiated, to retain the ſame Fondneſs 


for her Huſband, which ſhe had before; 
nay, ſhe muſt be very much ſhaken in her 


good Opinion of him, before ſhe would 


ſubmit to ſuch an Action: Obſerving there- 
fore that her Affections cool and grow lan- 
guid towards him, he oftentimes pines in 
ſecret under great Pain and Dejection of 
| 0 Mind, 


( 14 ) 
Mind, without ſo much as gueſſing at the 


Cauſe of this Alteration, or even ſuſpecting 
her Chaſtity. 


| But, ſecondly, this is nb the only bad 
Effect which Proftitution is apt to work in a 


Woman's Mind; but it is commonly ſeen to 


break out in extravagant Dreſs, frequent Gad- 
dings abroad, Neglect of her Family, Gam- 
ing, and other Symptoms of fatal Conſequence 
to his worldly Affairs. Thus a Wife often 
es a Canker in Man's Eſtate, and brings 
to Ruin by a gradual and almoſt in- 
ſenſible Decay. - 1811; | 


It is alſo worth mentioning, upon this Head, 
that a Man is oftentimes blind himſelf to 
his Wife's Infidelity, whilſt all the World 
beſides have their Eyes full upon her, and 
remark her Actions; which proves very de- 
trimental to his Character and Fortune, by 
bringing him under puplic Contempt and 


falſe Notions of the World in this Reſpect, 
or perſuade them to protect the Injur d Hus- 
band, and diſcountenance the abandoned 
Wretch who did him the Injury. 


But, laſtly, the greateſt Injury of all (and 
what ought to weigh with every Man of 
„ Honour 


Ridicule; for it is impoſſible to eradicate the 
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(a} © 
Honour) is that ſuch an Action tends to the 
debaſing a Man's Family, and obtruding a 


| ſpurious Iſſue upon him for the legitimate 


Heirs of his Eſtate. I hope this will be al- 
lowed a real Injury, though it ſhould lucki- 
ly happen, for the Man's Eaſe, that he does 
not know it. For my Part, I can fee but 
little Difference between this and forging a 
Will in his Name, with Intent to ſettle his 
Eſtate upon one of my Children. 


T think I have almoſt demonſtrated, in 
theſe four mentioned Inſtances, that it is a 
molt grievous Injury, and d:/honourable Acti- 
on, to corrupt another Man's Wife, even 
though the offending Parties keep it ever fo 
ſecret from his Knowledge. But it is worth 
conſidering, in the Perpetration of this Act, 
that the utmoſt human Care and Policy are 


not abſolutely infallible for this End ; that the 


{ſtrongeſt Locks and Bolts, and the thickeſt 
Darkneſs may poſſibly prove inſufficient to 
prevent a Diſcovery. I need not mention the 
infinite Evils which are almoſt the certain 
Conſequences of this, ſuch as Divorces, 
Separations, and perpetual Hatred; beſides 


Animoſities between whole Families, (which 


frequently end in the Ruin of both) and dif- 
inheriting a numerous Offspring upon Suf- 


picions of the like Nature. 


But 


VE „ 

But it is farther ſaid, in Extenuation of this 
Sort of Modern Gallantry, that it is poſſible 
for a Man to fall violently in Love with a 
maried Woman as well as with a ſingle one; 
that Love is an arbitrary Tyrant, and will 
not make proper Diſtinctions between thoſe 
whom we ought, and thoſe whom we ought 
not to admire I own that a Woman, 
in a maried State, does not loſe her Charms; 
and that it is poſſible for her to captivate a 
Man's Eyes, or inflame his Heart in the ſame 
Manner, and to the ſame Degree, as a ſingle 
Woman: But how far it is conſiſtent with 
Honour, to proſecute ſuch a Paſſion by un- 
juſt Methods, (and all Methods are ſo in 
this Caſe) is quite another Queſtion. It is 
poſſible for me to be extravagantly in Love 
with another Man's Horſe, his Houſe, Gar- 
dens, and Eſtate; but I believe it would be 
eſteemed a full Forfeiture of my Honour, if 
I ſhould employ a Man to ſteal his Horſe, 
or counterfeit a Title to his Eſtate; and, I 
confeſs, I can ſee but little Difference be- 
tween the two Caſes. 


I can think of but one more plauſible Ar- 
nt in Defence of Adultery ; which is, 

that a Huſband who does not love his Wife, or 
uſes ber ill, is a Sot, illnatur d, or an ugly 
old Fellow. Theſe, I confeſs, are terrible 
Con- 


(17) 

Conſiderations for a pretty young Woman ; 
but who has made any Man Judge of a- 
nother's Behaviour in theſe Reſpects, or ap- 
pointed him to revenge the Woman's Wrongs, 
by puniſhing the Huſband ? Or can it be ſup- 
poſed that cuckolding a Man, who perhaps 
was before made uneaſy upon Account of 
ſome domeſtic Afﬀairs, will have any good 
Effect towards working his Reformation, and 
altering his Conduct ? 


But what ſhall we ſay, when the Caſe is 
quite otherwiſe ; when we ſee the Huſband a 
comely, ſober, affectionate, good-natar'd 
Man ; and the Gallant a drunken, churliſh, 
ill-favour'd Fellow? Yet this is often the 
Caſe ; and I cannot ſufficiently expreſs how 
it excites my Indignation to fee a graceful 
Man, of good Senſe, made a Prey to a ri- 
diculous, laughing, puny-fac'd Fop, who has 
nothing but Impudence, and a great deal of 
Lace, to recommend him. 


The only Part of this Argument, to which 
I make any Demur, is that of an o/d Fellow, 
who, I think, cannot be pitied, let his Fate be 
what it will, for having married a fine young 
Woman ; but {till it is no Excuſe for her, 
who, it is to be preſumed, knew well enough 
before-hand that Coughing and Peeviſhneſs were 
5 C all 
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all ſhe could expect; and therefore I always 
ſuppoſe that there are other valuable Conſi- 


derations to make her Amends. 


I have not yet mentioned the Caſe (too 
common in this Age) of uſing an intimate 
Friend, or one to whom we lie under ſig- 
nal Obligations, in this Manner ; but if the 
Reader is, in any wiſe, convinced that ſuch 
Practices are baſe and diſhonourable in other 


Reſpects, he will eaſily conclude what a a 


Name they deſerve in this Particular ; I hope 
he will excuſe me, if I mention the Example 
of Joſepbh and Potiphar's Wife, ſince I aſſure 
him that I do it, not upon a religious Account, 
but only as an Hiſtorical Fact, which ſeems 
very appoſite to the preſent Occaſion. 


This ſober young Man has undergone a 


deal of unmerciful Raillery, from the mo- 
dern Men of Mode, for being ſo ungallant to 


his Miſtreſs; and I have heard ſeveral of 
them obſerve, that if they had been in his 


Place ſhe ſhou'd not have gone without her 
Longing ; but theſe Gentlemen may be an- 
{wer'd, as Mr. Dryden did a ſmart young 
Fellow upon the like Occaſion, who coming 
from his Play, call'd Cleomenes, reflected upon 
his Hero for being ſo modeſt, and ſaid, that 


he would not have been ſo long with a 


young 
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young Lady alone, to no Purpoſe ; that may 
be, obſerv'd the Bard, but give me Leave 
to tell you, Sir, that you are no Hero. 


In ſpight of Raillery, the Part which Jo- 
ſeph acted towards his Miftreſs diſcovered 
the nobleſt Spirit of Honour, Virtue, Gal- 
lantry and Gratitude ; whereas a contrary 
Behaviour would have ſunk him down to the 
baſeſt of Mankind: Madam, ſaid he, your 
Huſband has put me at the Head of his Fami- 
ly, and intruſted all that he has in my Hands, 
with-holding nothing from me but you who are 
his Wife; how therefore can you defire me to 
be guilty of ſo ungrateful and diſhonourable an 
Action towards ſo kind and indulgent a Maf- 
ary | | 4 


How much ſuperior was this Conduct to 


that of young Targuin, who broke through 


all the Ties of Honour, and the ſacred 
Rites of Hoſpitality, to ſatiate his pernicious 
Luſt? But the memorable Vengeance which 
was executed upon him and his Family, by 
the united Body of the Roman People, ſhews 


very evidently what a deteſtable Opinion 
they had of ſuch Actions. 


It is indeed allowed by ſome Men of Ho- 
nour, that Adultery, eſpecially with a Friend's 
5 Wife, 


( 20 ) 
Wife, is not altogether right or juſtifiable ; 
but ſimple Fornication, ſay they, is but a ve- 
nial and trifling Offence : I ſhall not, in this 
Place, take upon me to ſtate the Degrees of 
theſe Crimes; but if we conſider the com- 
mon Methods of debauching a young Wo- 
man, the Lies, Perjuries, falſe Reaſoning, 
Promiſes, Imprecations, and all the number- 
leſs Artifices, without which ſuch a Point is 
ſeldom accompliſhed ; if to theſe we add 
the deplorable Infamy, and inevitable Ruin 
which ſuch a Conqueſt involves her in, to- 
gether with the bitter Sorrows of her Parents 
and Relations; I think I need not uſe man 

Arguments, even in this Age, to prove ſuch 
an Action inconſiſtent with frue Honour, 
fince it is manifeſtly a Complication of the 
moſt oppoſite and deteſtable Practices. | 


I ſhall now paſs to another Head, and ad- 


dreſs myſelf to ſuch of my Readers as are 


eſteem d Men of Pleaſure, and Men of 


Senſe. 


As they are Men of Senſe, it is proper to 


put them in Mind that the Inſtitution of 


Marriage, excluding all Regard to the Pre- 
cepts of Religion or Morality, is undoubt- 
edly calculated for 'the Good and Welfare 
of Civil Society. Nay, it is ſo neceſſary 


and 
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and eſſential to it, that it is impoſſible for a 
well- regulated Government to ſubſiſt, with- 
out ſome Checks and Reſtraints upon the 
natural Levities of Mankind; let them go 
on a little further and conſider, that with- 
out ſuch Reſtraints, there would be no- 
thing but Confuſion and Diſturbances in 
Families, or indeed, more properly ſpeak- 
ing, there could be no ſuch Thing as a 
Family in the World, but all Things would 
lie in common, and every Man live inde- 
pendently, like the Beaſts, in a perfect State 
of Nature and Savageneſs; in which Caſe 
there would be Liberty enough, in the bad 
Senſe of that Word, but no certain Proper- 
ty nor Inheritance, which can be ſecured to 
us only by Matrimonial Contracts, and Laws 
of Legitimation. However therefore ſome 
Men, of a libertine Caſt of Mind and ſtrong 
Paſſions, may ridicule this Inſtitution, and 
make it the chief Buſineſs of their Lives 
to defeat its Ends; yet if they would give 
themſelves Leave to reflect, and like Men of 
Senſe, let their Reaſon prevail, they would 
allow ſuch Confinements, however diſagree- 
able to themſelves, to be uſeful and expedi- 
ent for the public Good ; in which their 


own Welfare, and that of every Individual 
is virtually included, 


For 
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For this Reaſon we find, that all wiſe 


Nations have given great Encouragement to 


the married State, both by the Privileges 
which they annexed to it, and the ſevere 
Puniſhments they inflicted upon Adulterers : 
amongſt theſe are ſeveral of the Grecian 
Common wealths, which are famous in Hiſ- 
tory for their Laws made in Honour of a 
married Life, and for the Prevention of Cæ- 
kbacy : the Lacedæmonians in particular are 
very remarkable upon this Account, by in- 


fliting ſevere Penalties, and Marks of Igno- 


miny, upon thoſe Perſons who either deferr'd 

ing after a limited Time, or wholly 
declin'd it. The Athemans had a Law, by 
which it was enacted, that no Perſon ſhould 
be a Commander, Orator, or fill any public 
Poſt, who was not a married Man and the 
Father of Children; for they thought it dan- 
gerous to commit any important Truſt to 
the Management of a young Rake-hell Fel- 
bw, who had no domeſtic Cares, nor any 
tender Calls of Nature to bind him to his 
good Behaviour. 


The Romans had a Law to the ſame Ef- 
fect in Favour of a married State, by which, 
amongſt other Things, it was ordained, that 
all Magiſtrates ſhould clatm Precedence ac- 
cording to the Number of their Chi * ; 

Thal 
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that a married Man ſhould take Place of a 
Bachelor ; that in all Elections thoſe Candi- 
dates ſhould be preferr'd, who bad the - 
numerous Offspring; and that any Perſon 
might ſtand ſooner than ordinary for an Office, 
if he had as many Children as he wanted 
Years, to be capable of bearing ſuch a Digni- 
ty; that whoever in the City had three Chil- 
dren, in the other Parts of Italy four, and 
in the Provinces five (or as ſome ſay, ſeven) 
ſhould be excuſed from all troubleſome Offices 
42 in the Place where he lived; from whence 
* came the famous jus trium Liberorum, ſo fre- 
* guently to be met with in Roman Authors. 


On the other Hand, it was enacted 
this Law, that no Perſons, who lived a ſingle 
Life, ſhould be capable of receiving any Le- 
gacy or Inheritance by Will, unleſs from their 
near Relations; and that ſuch as were mar- 
ried, and yet had ne Children, ſhould not en- 
joy above batt an Eſtate. 


But beſides all theſe Diſadvantages and 
negative Diſcouragements annexed to a /ngle 
Life, thoſe wife Nations did farther figna- 
lize themſelves by the ſevere Laws which 

they made againſt Raviſbers and Adulterers. 
In ͤ ſome Countries, Offenders of this Sort 
were floned to Death. Another Puniſhment 

1 amongſt 
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amongſt them was putting out the Adulte- 
rer's Eyes, which firſt admitted the Incentives 
of Luſt. In other Places, they branded 


them with Ignominy, and deprived them of 
all their natural Privileges. The Athenian 


Law left Adulterers at the Mercy of any 


Man that caught them in the Act, who had 


free Licence to diſmember, murder, or treat 


them in what other Manner he pleas d, with- 
out being called to Account. 


Nor were the Women, thus offending, 
treated with much more Lenity ; if ſingle 
Women, their Relations were allow'd to ſell 
them for Slaves; if married, they were ne- 
ver afterwards allow'd to. wear fine Cloaths; 
or if they did, any body that met'them was 
at Liberty to tear them off, and beat them 
ſoundly into the Bargain ; neither were they 
permitted. to appear in the Temples, under 
the ſame Penalties ; nor could their Huſbands, 
though never ſo willing to do it, cohabit 
with them after Conviction, upon Pain of 
Ignominy, which was uſually accompanied 
with the Loſs of all their Rights, as free 
Citizens, both ſacred and civil. | 


The Romans were equally rigorous in the 
Puniſhment of Adultery ; of which their 
famous Julian Law is a remarkable and ſuf- 

4 ficient 
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- ficient Inſtance. Nor did any of theſe Na- 
tions, in making ſuch Laws, act fo much 
upon a Principle of Religion or Morality, as 
with a politic View to encourage in the 
Minds of the People a good Opinion of Ma- 
trimony, which they thought an Inſtitution 
beneficial to the Commonwealth. 


Nay, oftentimes, the ſevereſt Laws, and 
the ſtricteſt Execution of them, have not 
been thought adequate to the Heinouſneſs of 
this Guilt; but the Proſtitution of a married 
Woman, or the Violation of a Virgin, have 
been the Cauſe of many terrible Wars, 
which ended in the Deſtruction of whole 
Nations, and the Overthrow of powerful 


Empires. To this was owing that conſtant 


Enmity which ſubſiſted for ſo many Ages 
between Greece and Aſia, and could not be 
allay' d till the latter was intirely reduced to 
the Subjection of the former: The Trojan 
War, in which ſo many brave Spirits were 
ſacrificed, took its Beginning from the ſame 
Cauſe; and Targuin's Rape, before-men- 
tioned, produced ſuch a national Reſentment 
in the People of Rome, as nothing could ap- 
peaſe, but the Expulſion of his Father from 
the Throne, the Abolition of his Name, and 
the Extirpation of his Family for ever. 
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| A Man of Senſe, therefore (unleſs we ex- 
1 clude every other good Quality out of that 
Character) will not, for the Gratification of a 
Moment, employ his Time in concerting 
Schemes ſo prejudicial to the public Peace 
and Welfare of Mankind ; eſpecially if we 
add the private Inconveniencies and temporal 
Evils which he may bring upon himſelf, in 
caſe of Diſcovery ; ſuch as Quarrels, ſore 
Lungs, and Surgeon's Fees, or, what is ſtill 
worſe, Law-Suits, M:ddleſex Damages, and 
long Bills of Coft. ä 


Nor would I have him conclude all ſuch 
+ Apprehenſions unneceſſary; for however he 
'} may value himſelf for his Management in 
| theſe Affairs, yet all the Diſcretion and Pre- 
caution in the World may happen to fail, 
and ſome odd Accident or other difcover the 
whole Intrigue. But, laying afide all ſuch 
Accidents and contingent Diſcoveries, how 
can he be ſure that the Woman herſelf, up- 
on his growing cold, will not betray him by 
way of Revenge? ſince female Reſentments 
are very violent upon theſe Occafions, and 
often puſh them on to deſperate Extremes, 
even at the Expence of their own Happineſs ; 
nay, we do not want Inftances of Women, 
who have proftituted themſelves, at the Re- 
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queſt of their needy Huſbands, in order to 


convict their Gallants by their own Evidence, 


and recover Damages. Thus in my Motto, 


Sed juſſa coram non fine conſcio 
Surgit marito; ſeu vocat Inſtitor, 
Seu navis Hiſþane magiſter, 
Dedecorum pretioſus emptor. 


I will appeal to the Reader, whether a 
young Gentleman of Faſhion, and reputed 
good Senſe, would not make a pretty Figure, 
upon being cully'd in this manner? And 
whether all the poor Satisfaction which he 
can propoſe to himſelf by theſe Purſuits, is 


equivalent to the Hazard which he runs, 


both with regard to his Fortune and Repu- 
tation? 


But, methinks, I hear a Gentleman inter- 
rupting me in this manner: © Well, Sir, 
ſuppoſing all that you have ſaid to be true, 

and that a Man of ice Honour, and ſound 

Senſe, cannot, conſiſtently with his Cha- 

racter as ſuch, go on in theſe Practices; 
yet how will he prove them to be incom- 

patible with a Man of Pleaſure, who con- 

ſults only his prevailing Appetite, and the 
Gratification of his Senſes?” Dear Sir, 
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have a little Patience, and I doubt not to 
maintain this ſeeming Paradox. 


But I muſt firſt premiſe, in Anſwer to this 
Objection, that, by a Man of Pleaſure, I do 
not underſtand a downright Libertine, or one 
who is intirely abandoned to ſenſual Plea- 
ures, without any Regard to Right or 
Wrong ; becauſe I do not think it worth my 


while to diſpute with ſuch a Wretch : But I 


mean, by a Man of Pleaſure, one of a gay, 
airy, and mercurial Temper, accompanied 


with good Senſe, and the Principles of Honour, 


yet whoſe ſtrong Inclinations to the Fair Sex 
do ſometimes betray him into Actions of 
Gallantry, which, upon cool Thought, and 


when ſet in their juſt Light, he would ſcorn 


to be guilty of——With ſuch a Man, there- 


fore, my Argument runs thus: 


I think it is an uncontroverted Maxim, 


that Modefly is the brighteſt Jewel which 


adorns the Fair Sex, and, in Proportion as it 


prevails, makes them more or leſs amiable ; 
it is this only which ſtamps the real Value 
upon them, by raiſing our Eſteem of one 


Woman, and rendering another contemptible 
in our Eyes; for as to Beauty, Wit, Air, 


Pleafantry, and good Breeding, the Women of 
the Town are commonly at a Par with the 
| virtuous 
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virtuous Part of their Sex, and frequently 
outſhine them ; but even the greateſt Rakes, 
and moſt debauched Libertines, admire Mo- 
deſiy in a Woman beyond any other Qualifi- 
cation, which makes them fly from the loath- 
ſome Embraces of a common Strumpet to 
the next Degree of Whoring, by taking 
ſome choſen Harlot into their particular 
Keeping; for though, in a ſtrong Fit of 
Luft, any dirty Drab will ſerve the Purpoſe, 
yet, upon Repetition, they grow nice, and 
the ſame rank Meal will not always go down. 
Ina ſhort Time, they grow fick of that too, 
by obſerving the Falſhood, Wilineſs, Extra- 
vagance, and Ingratitude, which are ſo na- 
tural to that Sort of Vermin. This puts them 
upon Intriguing, and the common Methods 
of Modern Gallantry, making every Man's 
Houſe their Prey, for ever plotting and con- 
triving, and ſticking at no Means to accom- 
pliſh their Ends, without any Regard to 
Truth, Honour, Honeſty, or Friendſhip. 


But this alſo comes to much the ſame at 
laſt; and therefore, with Submiſſion, is ridi- 
culous, as well as unjuſt : For as Chaſtity is 
the only Thing which exalts one Woman 
above another, and can preſerve our Eſteem, 
to what Purpoſe ſhould we endeavour to gain 
a Point of any Woman, which will unavoid- 


ably 
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ably make us hate and deſpiſe her as ſoon as 
we have done? This will always and cer- 
tainly be the Caſe : the very Moment that 
ſhe complies with our Defires, ſhe loſes that 
particular Virtue which gained our Eſteem, 
and muſt conſequently fink, both in Fact and 
Opinion, into the ſame contemptible Rank 
with other Proſlilutes. There is a fine Ob- 
ſervation to this Purpoſe in the Provcꝶed 
Wife, a Comedy that has always met with 
Applauſe: A Lover's Head, ſays Heartfree, 
is a good accountable Thing Ao ; he adores 
his Miſtreſs becauſe ſhe's virtuous, and yet is 


very angry with her becauſe ſhe won't be 
lewd. s 


What therefore can encourage this Spirit 
of falſe Gallantry? Is it merely for the 
Sake of Wickedneſs, or from Infatuation ? 
— No, ſays a prudent young Whoremaſter; 
bat it is better to take a Dinner with a Friend, 
than to keep a Houſe one's ſelf : Beſides, 
theſe Vintners are ſuch damn'd Rogues, keep 
ſuch vile Cooks, and give us ſuch curſed 
ſtummed Wine, that there is no eating nor 
drinking in a Public-Houſe. In ſhort, ſome 
of them tell us, that they do it-out of Thrift, 
and others out of Caution, either to ſave 
their Money, or preſerve their Conſtitutions. 
But I muſt beg leave to queſtion their Judg- 


ment 
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ment in both Caſes: A Woman of Faſhion, 
indeed, be ſhe a Wife or reputed Virgin, will 
not take Money in Specze ; but methinks it 
is much better to beſtow a Beef-/?ake, a Bot- 
tle of Port, and perhaps half an Ounce in 
hard Silver, upon a thankful, mercenary 
Wench at the Tavern, than to treat a proud, 
eleemoſenary Whore with Maſquerade Tick- 
ets, whole Pieces of Meck/in Lace, coſtly 
- Baubles from Deard's, and elegant Suppers 
at the Bagnio. | 


Then, as to the Safety of private Whor- 
ing, I believe ſeveral fine Gentlemen in this 
Town could convince us to the contrary ; 
for my Part, I ſhould think my dear Carcaſs 
full as ſecure in the Middle of Covent-Garden, 
as in ſome Places of much higher Repute, 

which I could mention : Nor can I poffibly 
ſee much Difference in the Caſe ; I grievouſly 
. ſuſpect, that a Clap of Quality would ſmart 
full as much as an humble, plebeian one; and 
I believe SF. Hill will allow, that a P X 
muſt be treated in juſt the ſame Manner, 
whether I get it in the Garden, or St. F—s's 
Square. | 


I know it is in vain to argue with the Paſ- 
fions of Mankind, and eſpecially thoſe which 
are fo ſtrong; let us talk, and write, and 


preach, 
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preach never ſo long, there always were, and 
always will be, to the End of the World, 
Wheres and Whoremaſters of all Sorts ; but 
{urely there is no Occaſion to promote, and 
encourage, and take Pains to increaſe them. 
In former Times theſe Actions were com- 
mitted in ſecret, and but rarely, juſt as Men 
were prompted to them by their natural Luſt 
and Inclinations ; but the preſent Gov of 
the Age ſeems to be to ſtimulate and pro- 
voke the libidinous Paſſions, and make Men 
lewd whether they will or not; I own I can- 
not account for twenty new Faſhions, Enter- 
tainments, and Inventions upon any other 
Hypotheſis ; but it looks juſt as if Vice and 
Debauchery were ſuch ſickly Plants, and ſo 
backward of thriving in this Climate, that 
ve are forced to make Uſe of Hot-beds and 
. Glaſſes to quicken their Growth. | 


Whatever becomes of the married Women, 

I am very loth that a// our Virgins ſhould be 
corrupted ; becauſe, tho' I ſee no great En- 
couragement to couple at preſent, yet I'don't 
know how my Inclinations may ſtand ſome 
Years hence : Men are naturally apt to doat 
when they grow old, and, perhaps, I may 
want to be nurſed and taken care of ſome 
time or other, as well as my Father before 
me; and in ſuch a Caſe, I am not aſhamed 
to 


. 
do declare, that I had much rather have a 
'modeſt Woman for my Wife, than a battered 
Lady of Faſhion ; becauſe I fancy ſhe would 
take more Care of my Family, and be a bet- 
ter Bed-fellow, which I do not altogether 
think ſuch trifling Matters. I preſume moft 
of my Readers are of the ſame Opinion, and 
"when they come to make it their own Caſe, 
will eafily perceive the Force of this Reaſon- 
ing; for I hardly ever knew a famous Ga/- 
ant about Town, who, when he came to 
marry, did not pitch upon a quite different 
Sort of Woman from thoſe, in whoſe Com- 
pany he formerly delighted. >. 


| ; 

But what, ſays my Reader, is the Reſult 
of all this? Why, the Concluſion I would 
draw from hence is, that Men ſhould live 
virtuoufly and ſoberly in this preſent World. 
Ay, but that, replies the Reader, is im- 
poſſible for Fleſh and Blood to do: No-hody 
can ſubdue the natural Calls and Impulſes of 
Youth. If I urge Matrimony upon him, 1 
know he will anſwer, That it is inconfiſtent 
with his vor/dly Circumſtances, and he thinks 
it d:ſhonourable to render any Woman miſe- 
Table by making her his Wife; ſo that ſtill 
my Advice, and the Doctrine I would incul- 
cate, are Continence and Virtue; but if the 
ſame Objection recurs, and he will oblige me 
to 
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to propoſea Medium, J hope the ſober Part 
of Mankind will excuſe me, if I refer him 
for a Remedy to the common Stews and pub- 
lic Sinks of Lewdneſs, which I think much 
preferable to his adding Villainy to Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, or ſacrificing all the Principles of 
Honour, and the Ties of Friendſhip to the 
Dictates of an unruly Paſſion. I know very 
well that the leaſt "Argament in Favour of 
public Brothels is an obnoxious Topic 
which hath of late given great Offence, being 
repreſented as the Production of modern Li- 
bertines, and Free-thinkers, though the To- 
leration of ſucli Places within certain Limits 
is founded upon the moſt 2's Principles, 
and juſtified by the Example of many of the 
wiſeſt Nations, both antient and modern. 
But to avoid all Suſpicion of a bad Meaning, 
in what I have further to ſay upon this Head, 
I will beg Leave to uſe the Words of that 
worthy Prelate the late Archbiſhop of Can- 
7erbury, in his Grecian Antiquities ; to which 
1 have been very much obliged through the 
Courſe of this Eſſay. | 


WMWe have ſeen * (ſays that learned Au- 
* thor) what the Greeks thought of Adul- 
* Fery ; but they appear to have had a more 
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favourable Opinion of Concubinage, it be- 
ing permitted every-where, and that with- 
out Scandal, to keep as many Concubines 
(who anſwer to our kept Miſtreſſes) as they 
pleaſed nor 1s it to be wondered that 
Heathens ſhould run into ſuch Excefles, 
when the Hebrews, and of theſe the moſt 
renowned for Piety, ſuch as Abraham and 
David, allowed themſelves the fame Li- 
berty.” Again *, Harlots (ſuch as 
our Women of the Town) were no leſs com- 
mon than Concubines, being tolerated in 
moſt of the Grecian and other Common- 
wealths : nor was the Uſe of them thought 
repugnant to good Manners ; whence the 


Latin Comedian, ſpeaking of Athens, 


faith, 


Non eſſe flagitium ſcortari hominem adole- 
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ſcentulum. 


For Vouth to wench and whore is not a 


Sin. 


The wiſeſt of the Heathen Sages were of 
the ſame Mind: Solon allowed common 
Whores to go publicly to thoſe who hired 
them, and encouraged the Athenian Youth 


Ibid. p. 306. 
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© to empty Fr Luſt upon theſe, ro hinder 


cc 


them from. making Attempts upon the 
Wives and Daughters of his Citizens 
Cato, the Roman Cenſor, was of the ſame 
Opinion, as appears from the known 
Story, that, meeting a young Nobleman 
of Rome coming out of the common Stew, 
he commended him for diverting himſelf in 
that Place, as we read in Horace : 


47 
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Quidam notus hom, cum ext ret, fornice matte 
Virtute eſto, inquit, ſententia dia Catonis, 

Nam fimul ac wvenas inflavit tetra libido, 

Huc juvenes equum eſt deſtendere—— 


When from the Stews a certain Noble came, 
This, ſays he, was the heav'nly Cato's Theme; 
«© Go on, brave Youth, and may you 8 
: “ ſuccecd, 
« And never be abaſh'd to own the . 
When burning Luſt diſtends the vital 
| me, 
Tis lawful to come here and quench the 
Flame.“ 


MES 2 3 forbear to mention "other Inſtances, 
e the Teſtimony of Cicero being ſufficient to 
« confirm what I have faid, when he chal- 
 « lenges all Perſons to name any Time, 

when 
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« when * Men were either reproved for this 
Practice, or not countenanced in it. Nor 
can it be wondered that Heathens allowed 
<« themſelves this Liberty, when the Jeus 
e looked upon it as lawful. They were in- 
deed forbidden to commit Adultery, and 
« PFornication alſo was prohibited under ſevere 
<« Penalties; but theſe {as Grotius obſerves) 

were thought to concern only Women of 
ce their own Nation, their Law not extending 
« to Foreigners; and we find accordingly, that 
« public Stews were openly tolerated amongſt 
them, and Women reſiding there taken 
into the Protection of the Government, as 
<« appears from the two Harlots, who con- 
«« tended about a Child, and were heard in 
open Court by King Solomon.” | 
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Thus far this excellent Prelate and learned 
Author, who has, with great Accuracy, diſ- 
played the Wiſdom of the Antients, in ſecur- 
ing their Wives and Daughters from the Arts 
and Violence of laſcivious Men. Neither 
would I contend for the Toleration of public 
Stews, any farther than is neceſſary for the 
Preſervation of Chaſtity and Virtue ; and ne- 
ver ſure was there a greater Occaſion for ſuch 
a Licence than at preſent, in order to oppoſe 


* Orat. pro M. Czlio. 
the 


0} 

the prevailing Schemes of Gallantry, the In- 
tent of which ſeems to be, to corrupt all. 
without Diſtinction, and make a general Se- 
raglio of the whole Nation. 


I wiſh wth all my Heart, that the Nature 
of my Subject would allow me to make uſ: 
of ſofter Language ; but I think it much 
better for an Author not to write at all, than 
to palliate the Vice which he propoſes to re- 
form, or conceal the Force of any Argument, 
It is the Part of a bad Surgeon to ſkin over a 
Wound, which ought to be lanced and laid 
open; whereas a ſkilful Practitioner will paſs 
his Probe home, without regarding the Out- 
cries and Complaints of his Patient under the 
Operation. In like manner I have, with great 
Freedom and Unreſervedneſs, handled this 
Subject, which is of ſuch Importance, not 
only to the Welfare of private Families, but 
of the Public in general; and I think I can- 
not conclude it better, than with a ſeaſonable 


Admonition to the — Sort "= me er 
Rur, 


To THE 


YOUNG LADIES 


OF 
GREAT BRIT AIM. 


11 


AVING A my Sentiments in 
ſo free a Manner to the Madern Po- 
lite of my own Sex, I cannot leave this Sub- 
ject, without giving you ſome Precautions 
for the Regulation of your Conduct in this 
dangerous and degenerate Age; without 
which, my Eſſay would be very imperfect 
upon this Subject, which more immediately 
concerns you than it does us; for, as the 
World ſtands, if a Man is not inwardly 
touched with the Conſciouſneſs of his own 
Guilt, if the Breaches of his Honour and Mo- 
ral Virtue do not affect his Mind, or he does 
not, as a Man of Pleaſure, regard any thing 
but the Enjoyment of his preſent Paſſions, he 
has but little to apprehend from the utmoſt 


Liberty 
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Liberty which he can give himſelf in theſe | 
abandoned Practices; for the Generality. of 
the World, and eſpecially the younger Sort, 
applaud and countenance ſuch Actions in 
Men, inſtead of branding them, as they ought 
to do, with Infamy and Abhorrence : they 
are looked upon, not as, Inſtances of a baſe 
and corrupt Mind, but as the diſtinguiſhing 
Marks of a fine Gentleman, and the bold 
Flights of a riſing Genius; whereas, in your 
Sex, the Caſe is quite atherwiſe : the leaſt 
Deviation from the ſtrict Rules of Virtue, 
the leaſt Trip or Miſcarriage of Behaviour, 
is ſuch a Blot in a Woman's Character, as is 
almoſt indelible, there being nothing ſo dif- 
ficult or impracticable, as to clear up a female 


Reputation, which has been once WA in 
this t 


I have obſerved before, that Med: 1 and 
Virtue are the brighteſt Ornaments of your 
Sex, and what endear you to us beyond any 
other Charms or Conſiderations whatſoever, 
not excepting that great Concealer of Faults, 
and Corrupter of Judgments, even Money 
itſelf ; for there is nothing which a Man of 
common Senſe: (though the wildeſt Rake a- 
bout Town) would not ſooner excuſe in a 
Woman, whom he defigns to make his 


Wife, than the Want of this ſhining Virtue, 


or 
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or only the. bare Imputation of it. He may 
admire her Beauty, be ſtruck with her Wit, 
and tranſported with her Air; but when he 
hears the public Cenſures of the World, and 
finds that her Character is ſullyed with Leud- 
neſs or Levity, ſhe immediately loſes all thoſe 
Charms and Attractions ; her Beauty fades in 
his Eyes, her Wit becomes nauſeous, and 
her Air difagreeable. He recollects that a 
thouſand common Proſtitutes are poſſeſs' d, in 
as eminent a Degree, of all thoſe Advantages, 
and that nothing but their Immodeſty could 
render them contemptible: He therefore very 
juſtly concludes, that it would be ridiculous 
to barter his Liberty away for what he can 
enjoy, as often as he pleaſes, for Half a 


Crown. 


Nay, the better Sort of thoſe unhappy 
Wretches themſelves ſeem very ſenſible how 
engaging a thing Female Modeſiy is, as we 
may perceive by their aukward Imitation of 
it ; they will often pretend to be out of Coun- 
tenance at a leud Expreſſion, hide their pret- 
ty Faces with their Fans, out of Baſhfulneſs, 
as they would have us ſuppoſe; but in 
Reality, to conceal their Incapacity of bluſh- 
ing; then they'll cry, Bie, Sir, I wonder you. 
an't aſhamed, and rail violently at the common 
impudent Creatures of the Town, who get 
X F drunk 
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drunk and talk f//bily to us Men. All which 


is a melancholy Proof how becoming Mo- 


deſty is, even in their Opinion, to Woman- 
Lind. 


Indeed, this Virtue is ſo abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to a Woman's Reputation, ſo indiſpenta- 
bly requiſite to eſcape the Reflections of her 
oven Sex, or obtain the Eſteem of ours, that 
even a flight Surmiſe to the contrary is of dan- 

us Conſequence, and the utmoſt Care 
ſhould be taken to give no Handle to any 
malicious Aſperſions of this Kind. It is well 
known that a famous Roman Emperor de- 
clared it his Opinion, that it was not ſufficient 
for a Woman to avoid the Guilt of Unchaſti- 
ty, but ſhe ought likewiſe to conduct her ſelf 
in ſuch a Manner as to avoid all Suſpicion of 
it, adding, that it was Crime enough for 
Cæſar s Wife to be ſuſpefted. 


The Behaviour of Lucretia, after the 3 
lation which ſhe ſuffered from Targuin, is 
very remarkable: When her Husband Co- 
latinus came to her, and aſked her , ſhe was 
not well, ſhe anſwered by no Means ! for how 
can a Woman be well who has loft ber Modeſty ? 
And when he endeavoured to comfort her, 
by ſaying, That there can be no Sin where 
the Mind does not conſent, ſhe replied, That 


e 
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ſhe could abſolve herſelf from the Sin, but not 
From the Puniſhment ; adding, that no Wo- 
man in Rome ſhould at any Time hereafter 
plead her Example for living, when ſhe mw 
Int her Modeſty. 


The Reaſon of this Conduct ſeems to 0 
that Lucretia underſtood very well the tender 
Nature of a Woman's Reputation, which is 
liable to be deſtroyed by the foul Breath of 
Scandal, upon the leaſt Glimpſe or Circum- 
ſtance of alp picion ; ſhe knew, that Death 
only could ſecure her Character from the 
Miſrepreſentations of the World; that in caſe 
ſhe lived, it would be an eaſy Matter for ill- 
natured People to ſuggeſt, that all her Grief 
and Reſentment was a Cheat, and to throw 
out broad Intimations, that ſhe was not, in 
her Heart, ſo angry with the young Raviſher 
as ſhe pretended. This would certainly have 
been the Caſe, if Mankind was the ſame then 
as it is now; and therefore ſhe choſe to vin- 
dicate her Reputation by her Death, rather 
than ſubmit to that Ignominy and Contempt, 
which would have been the ncvitable Con- 
ſequences of ſuch a Misfortune. 


I hope, Ladies, you will not imagine that 

I produce the Example of this Roman He- 

roine for your Pattern in the like Caſe. No, 
* 1 I 
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1 thank God, I know my Duty better than 
to preach up Self. Murder upon any Ac- 
count, eſpecially to the Ladies of this Age, 
who, I doubtnot, are too well appriſed of the 
Umeaſonableneſs and falſe Magnanimity of 
ſuch a Practice, to need any Antidotes or Pre- 
ſervatives againſt it. I mention it only to con- 
vince you how ſacred a good Reputation was 
eſteemed among the Ladies of old, and that 
Modeſiy was thought, in thoſe Times, eſſen- 
tial to the Character of a fine Woman, I with 
I could revive, in any meaſure, this noble 
Spirit in my pretty Country-women, and that 
you would endeavour to outſhine the Roman 
Matrons as much in Virtue as you do in 
Beauty, by adding the Charms of the Mind 
to thoſe of the Body. In order to this, I 
ſhall make uſe of but one Argument, which, 
upon all Occaſions, I find to be the moſt pre- 
valling, viz. Intereſt ; and prove, that a mo- 


deſt Behaviour is, moſt of all, conducive to the 
Advantage of your Sex. 


I preſume it will not be thought any Af- 
front to ſuppoſe, that the chief Aim and lead- 
ing Paſſion of every young Lady in Great 
Britain is to get herſelf a good Huſband : 
For, unleſs we are mightily miſtaken in our 
Notions of your Sex, this muſt be true, nay, 
we i it down as a Maxim, how juſtly 


ſhall 
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ſhall not diſpute in this Place, that you do 
not, generally ſpeaking, think yourſelves per- 
fectly happy till you are married. If this be 

the Caſe, my Argument is right ; for I think 

it demonſtrable, that nothing obſtructs that 
good End ſo much as the Practice of Modern 

Gallantry, or the roving Genius of our Sex, 

and the unwary, ill-judged Levities of 

yours. 


My Advice to you, therefore, is, that you 
would not think it wholly unneceſſary to take 
ſome Care of your Reputations, by retrench- 
Ang ſome of thoſe maſculine Airs and ram- 
pant Liberties, which have been ſo much in 
Faſhion of late ; for you may depend upon 
it, that your Charms would not at all be di- 
miniſhed in our Eyes, if you kept us at a 
farther Diſtance, and infiſted a little more 
upon the Prerogatives of your Sex. At pre- 
ſent, methinks you are too complaiſant in 
imitating us, both in Habit and Diſcourſe. 
How far you deſign to proceed, I know not; 
but you ſeem to draw nearer to us every 
| Day, and I ſhall not be ſurpriſed to fee you 

ſiſtrutting in Breeches, and rivalling us publicly 
in all our Actions. Vour Converſation has 
already been ſo much modelled upon this 
Foot, that there is but very little Difference 
between-us, you having intirely thrown off 
all 
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all thoſe old-faſhioned Niceties and formal 
| Reſerves, which uſed to diſtinguiſh your Sex 
from ours ; but you found them to be ſuch 
Chgs and Fetters upon Converſation and inno- 
cent Mirth, as were inconſiſtent with the 
Liberty of free-born Subjects, to which you 
hold yourſelves equally intitled with us; and 
therefore you have intirely diſcarded them, 
and diſengaged your Conduct from any ſuch 
' troubleſome Embaraſiments ; ſo that at pre- 
ſent, excepting only about half a Score very 
broad 'Words, I don't ſee, that the greateſt Rake 
in Townneed be under any Reſtraints in a mo- 
dern Aſſembly ; for it is not the Meaning, but 
the Manner of Expreſſion, which is liable to 
give Offence : Let him therefore only guard 

is Lips, ſo as not to let fall any of thoſe feu 
obnoxious Expreſſions , and he may run on, 
as far as he pleaſes, in his old Way, and 
purſue the ſame wanton Idea through a long 
Train of Puns, Quibbles, and double Mean- 
ings, amidft the Smiles and A * of a 
W ole Company of Ladies. This is fo far 
from giving Offence, that, as = as my Ob- 
ſervation hath reached, it is the darling To- 
pic of all modern Converſation, and eſpecial- 
ly with your Sex, who ſeem mightily pleaſed 
with ſuch ſort of Entertainment, and intitle 
the polite ls of it to their diſtinguiſhing 


Favours, 
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Favours, as well as to the Character of pretty 
Fellows, and fine Gentlemen. 


But give me Leave to tell you, Ladies, that 
however theſe ſprightly Gaieties and eaſy 
Freedoms may tickle our Fancies for the pre- 
ſent, in a ſhort Party of Pleaſure, or a Game 
of Romps, yet they leave no advantageous 
Impreſſions on your Side behind them; nor 
do they contribute in any manner towards 
fixing in our Minds that Eſteem, which only 
can induce us to' make you the Partners of 
our Fortunes for Life. We may delight in 
your Company for the Sake of Amuſement, or 
to relieve a Fit of Spleen, which nothing can 
effect fo well as your natural Vivacity and 
quick Turns of Wit ; nor is your Character 
or Behaviour of any Conſequence to us in this 
Reſpect ; for when Mirth and Diverſion are 
our only Aim, we never conſider by what 
Means or Inſtruments they are conveyed ; but 
they are quite different Conſiderations which 
take place in the Choice of a Wife. Wit, 
Pleaſantry, and a gay Diſpoſition, are indeed 
very good ſecondary Recommendations ; but 
the chief and ruling ones (I always mean 
where the Fortunes agree) are ſtrict Modeſty, 
and an unſpotted Reputation of Virtue. Eve- 
th Point, therefore, which you give up in 

Reſpect, every Breach or Relaxation of 
Conduct 
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Conduct (however pleating or entertaining it. 
may be for the preſent) is an Argument 
againſt you to a wiſe Man, and an Induce- 
ment not to put his Happineſs and Welfare, 
in the moſt irrecoverable Manner, in your 


Hands. 


For this Reaſon we may obſerve, in gene- 
ral, that thoſe Ladirs, who (as the Phraſe is) 
have ſeen a great deal of the World, that is, 
have much frequented public Places, kept 
great Company, and commenced Toa/?s, ſel- 
dom go off ſo well, or make their Fortune 
by Marriage half fo often, as thofe of a more 
private and limited Acquaintance ; but when 
they have carried the Vogue for a few Years, 
when they have been admired, flattered, and 
fly-blown by all the gay Fops and Coxcombs 
about Town, they naturally wither into Age 
and Contempt, being obliged to give place 
to a new Set of young Girls, who having alſo 
paſſed through the ſame Circle of Vanities 
and Follies, reſign, in like manner, to others, 
and join thoſe who went before them. To 
be convinced of this Truth, you need only 
take a Survey of the Fron?-Box, or look into 
any public Aſſembly, where you will ſee In- 
ſtances enough of haggard Spectres, who have 
been Beauties and celebrated Toaſts, but are 
now regarded only with Contempt, amidſt 1 

| the. 
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the Advantages of rich Dreſs, and the Bla- 
zonry of ſparkling ] Diamonds. 


- Nay, if this does not ſufficiently deter you 
from following the ſame Steps, you may, 
upon Inquiry, hear of ſome, who having 
ſquander d away their Fortunes in this Man- 
ner, with great Expectations, but no Succeſs, 
were at length obliged to take up with ſome 
ordinary Fellows, to ) avoid that terrible Cir- 
cumſtance of dying old Maids; and of 
others who, for want of Bread, have been 
reduced to the Employment of common 
ITO and walli ng the Streets. 


"Whereas, on this contrary, many Women 
of but ndifrent Charms, and without the 
Advantages of Birth and Fortune, have ad- 
vanced themſelves to conſiderable Matches 
by a reſerved Behaviour and prudent Deport- 
ment; for you may rely upon this, that a 
moderate Share of Beauty, mo to an un- 
tainted Character, will always be preferr d 
by a man of Senſe, to the utmoſt Profuſion 
of Charms, attended with the leaft Blemiſh 
of Reputation. 


I muſt therefore, in a particular Mites 
Pons thoſe of you, who ſet out in the 
bebo with but „lender Fortunes, not to give 
G into 
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into the reigning Faſhions; for though by 
prudent Management and good O Economy, 
you may eſcape thoſe diſmal Conſequences 
which I have juſt now mentioned; yet ill- 
natur d People will not fail to draw Conclu- 


ſions to your Diſadvantage, from aſſociati 
yourſelves too much with Perſons of a ſu- 

tour Condition. You will alſo do well to 
to conſider, that Ladies of Rank, Fortune, 
and Diſtinction, may do a thouſand irregular 
Things, without Cenſure, or at leaſt with 
no other bad Conſequence, by the very Cir- 
cumſtance of their being above the World , 
they have the ſame Privilege of being unac- 
countable for their Conduct, as Men, in the 
ſame high Station, have of not paying their 
Debts, unleſs they pleaſe. Whereas the 
World will not make the fame Allowances 
to Women of an inferior Rank, but exacts 
the ſevereſt Account of their Actions, under 
Pain of Infamy and Reproach. 


I ſhall not addreſs myſelf to married Mo- 
men upon this Head, becauſe the Arguments 
which I have made Uſe of to thoſe of my 
own Sex, in the preceding Eſſay, may be 
eaſily applied to them. Beſides, as I have not, 
in that Place, inſiſted upon the Crime which 
married Men of Gallantry are guilty of to- 
wards their Vi ves, I would not ſeem partial by 


enlarging 
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enlarging upon the Heinouſneſs of ſuch 
Practices in married Women. The Guilt on 
both ſides iy certainly very great; but I muſt 
ſay, that it is ſomewhat greater on the Vo- 
man's Part, becauſe ſhe may thereby intro- 
duce a ſpurious Iſſue into her Family, and 
expoſe her Huſband to the Contempt of the 
World ; which cannot be the Caſe of a Mar 

in the ſame Circumſtances. 


I have now diſcharged my Mind; and I can 
aſſure you that nothing of what I have ſaid 
proceeds from Dotage, Fealouyy, or II-W:ll, to 
your Sex; but though I have had Courage 
enough to go through ſuch an Undertaking, 
yet I dare not expoſe myſelf to the Railleries 


and Reſentment of both Sexes, by ſubſcribing _ 


my Name; but you may depend upon it, 
that I ſhall always remain, as far as Reaſor 
will allow, | 


Your paſſionate Admirer, 
Your real Friend, and 


Devoted, humble Servant. 
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